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THIS IS UNEVALUATED 'NFORMATION

SOURCE Vecherni Novini,

DESCRIBES EULLARIAN HAFRIZ

There ere abeut SO marble depssits apd quarries ir Bulgaria, from which
varied and aigh-grads wartis [z abratned

The test marble f2r statuss iies in the Purin Mountain, 1n the vicinity
af FAziog. It {5 found in the shaps ~f targe biozks, 1s small .grained, and
Wiite. Statuary marole 15 alsce foupd 1n Elkacve Ckoliya and in Berkovitsa
I Okeliys, but in the latter iceal:ion 1t nes clack veins, A veauiiful rose marbie,
ptuting, s Tound in Berkavitsa Okcliya. Statuary marble
1s aiso Zound 1n Bechkeve, Aseasvgrad kcliya, and 1e P-zardzhik Okoliya,

wvhick is wused for o -

In e vicinity of 35 4. 3uria lkeliys, tnere are deposits of brown
martle, whicii 1s very 4 2xtensively for construction. The
balustrades of the off:iizal statrwsy ¢f Cofaa lisiversity are made of this marble,
and 1t 15 used exiensiveiy in the construction of public buildings 1in Sofia.

foay

There are ocecurrenies of bia~k martie with white veins in the vicinity of

Glozhene, Teteven Ckoliya. Thi: 13 used for making marble articles such as ink-
stands, lawps, desk ornaments, er

The occurrences of yeiiowisi-brown marble near Kunino are used for refinish-
ing buildings. The bright, cream.(oleved, almezt pink, marbie with blue veins,

found near Arbenasi viilage, Turnavm Tkriiye, is used for making different kinds
c¢f fountains,

Neay Yablanitsa, Tetmven Ckoitya, s!lver gray martle is obtained. This
marble hes streaks of darker grey and 15 used for reftnishing purposes.

The use of marble 1n construction 23 still inadequate, and in many cases
1ts usage is very uniform. The Bulgarian architects st:ll lack the talent for

combining different coicred marble and for seeking the mest appropriate color
combinations.

The method of quarrying marble tcday fs not much different from that used
in apcient times. The rock 1s cleared and savered with special steel wedges.
The severed slab is shaped with manual ingtrurents, and is brought to a convey-
ance by rollers Some quarries today have ccwpressors which simplify the server-
1ng of the siabs. Cranes sre used more widely to simplify the loading and dis-

placement of the marble slavs
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The processing of marble is accompiished to a large extent by manually
wperated tools, generally near the construction site itself.

To & large extent contemporary technique changed the methods for cutting {
and polishing warble., The marble mills have special :utting machines with
wElch work can be done quickly and easily. Usually, a number of crudely shaped
blozks are cemented and set on the machine. The 60 knives of the machine, cach
5 me-ers long, 20 millimeters wide, arnd 0.5 millimeter thick, move horizontally
back an? forth, and are cooled constantly by running water. Steel powder is

pPeured over them constantly and in 2 to 2 days and nights they cut and polish %
tme warble tlocks, :

This half-finished preduct is not yet reedy for use. It must be polished
Lo an even greater degree to obtain a smanther and more briiliant surface. This
peilshing is accomplished by rubbing with stones which are one degree harder
than the mertle, during which process the crystals of the srone cross each other. .
The surface of the marble becomes 5o swooth that some of the light rays that ..l
on it are refracted and others are absorbed by the stene. Thus the marble becomes
semitranesparent,

Marble production is contrelled by tne “Xamenny Karterl” (Stene Quarries)
State Enterprise,-which supervises tiree meders stone miils. This enterprise
succeeded in eliminating import: of marpis by sati1sfying damestic needs. It

@150 Bucceeded In exporting _rude and pro-sssed msrtle, granite, and other stone
eater1el,
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